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TEXAS HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ADDENDUM #1
To

Open Enrollment 
HHS0016872
For

 Texas Spay and Neuter Program


________________________________________________

Notice is hereby given to prospective applicants to the above referenced open enrollment that changes have been made to requirements or information in the open enrollment, as noted in the addenda below. 





	Addendum #1
02/4/2026

		Item
	Open Enrollment
Reference  
	Previous  
	Revised Language  





	[bookmark: _Hlk20489750]1.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment Section 3 Definitions and Acronyms
	
	Competency:
Competency is defined as having individually or collectively performed a minimum of 166 sterilizations in at least one of the past five years prior to submission of the Application.

	2.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment
Section 4.2.1 Advertisement of Changes, Modifications or Cancelations
First Paragraph
	If DSHS determines that the OE needs to be changed or modified, either an Addendum will be posted on the HHS Open Enrollment Opportunities Web Page or the OE will be canceled. The action to be taken will be determined at the sole discretion of DSHS. Furthermore, if the OE will be canceled, DSHS will determine, in its sole discretion, if a new OE will be posted.
	If DSHS determines that the OE needs to be changed or modified, either an Addendum will be posted on the HHS Open Enrollment Opportunities Web Page or the OE will be canceled. The action to be taken will be determined at the sole discretion of DSHS. Furthermore, if the OE is cancelled, DSHS will determine, in its sole discretion, if a new OE will be posted.

	3.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment Section 4.5.1 
Questions and Requests for Clarification
Second Paragraph
	Responses to questions and requests for clarification will not be posted. However, if DSHS determines, based on a question, request for clarification, or any other factor (including, but not limited to notices of ambiguity, conflict, or discrepancy as referenced in Section 4.5.3, below), that the OE needs to be amended or clarified, either an Addendum will be posted on the Open Enrollment Opportunities Web Page, or the OE will be canceled. The action to be taken will be determined at the sole discretion of DSHS. Furthermore, if the OE will be canceled, DSHS will determine, in its sole discretion, if a new OE will be posted.
	Responses to questions and requests for clarification will not be posted. However, if DSHS determines, based on a question, request for clarification, or any other factor (including, but not limited to notices of ambiguity, conflict, or discrepancy as referenced in Section 4.5.3, below), that the OE needs to be amended or clarified, either an Addendum will be posted on the Open Enrollment Opportunities Web Page, or the OE will be canceled. The action to be taken will be determined at the sole discretion of DSHS. Furthermore, if the OE is cancelled, DSHS will determine, in its sole discretion, if a new OE will be posted.

	4.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment Section 7.1 
Required Experience & Competency Standard
	REQUIRED EXPERIENCE & COMPETENCY STANDARD

7.1.1	Applicant and any of its subcontractors must employ a vet who is competent and has a long-standing history in performing spay and neuter procedures.  Competency is defined as having performed a minimum of 166 sterilizations in at least one of the past five years prior to submission of its Application; and

7.1.2	Applicant and any of its subcontractors must employ a vet who is licensed by the Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners for a minimum of one year prior to submission of its Application; and 

7.1.3	Applicant must demonstrate in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, are capable of providing high quality spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and 

7.1.4	Applicant must demonstrate in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, are able to provide high volume spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and 

7.1.5	Applicant must demonstrate in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, can provide cost-effective spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and

7.1.6	Applicant must demonstrate in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, have proven experience in successfully managing high quality, high volume sterilization services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and  

7.1.7	Applicant must demonstrate in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, can provide large-scale sterilization services and attach documentation to the Application where required.  
	REQUIRED EXPERIENCE & COMPETENCY STANDARD

7.1.1	Applicant and any of its subcontractors must employ one or more veterinarians who individually or collectively demonstrate competency and a long‑standing history in performing spay and neuter procedures. For the purposes of this requirement, competency is defined as having performed a minimum of 166 sterilizations in at least one of the past five years prior to submission of the Application. 

7.1.2	Applicant and any of its subcontractors must employ a veterinarian who is licensed by the Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners for a minimum of one year prior to submission of its Application; and 

7.1.3	Applicant must demonstrate, with a narrative, documents, or both, in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, are capable of providing high quality spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and 

7.1.4	Applicant must demonstrate, with a narrative, documents, or both, in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, are able to provide high volume spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and 

7.1.5	Applicant must demonstrate, with a narrative, documents, or both, in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, can provide cost-effective spay and neuter services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and

7.1.6	Applicant must demonstrate with a narrative in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, have proven experience in successfully managing high-quality, high-volume sterilization services, and attach documentation to the Application where required; and  

7.1.7	Applicant must demonstrate, with a narrative, documents, or both, in Form E of the Application that it, and any of its subcontractors, can provide large-scale sterilization services and attach documentation to the Application where required.  

	5.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment Section 8.3.2 
Program Background
First Paragraph
	Dogs and cats may present public health threats through a variety of diseases such as rabies, toxoplasmosis, plague, and parasitic infections. Failure to sterilize pets is irrefutably a major cause of pet overpopulation. As a response to these problems, the 89th Texas Legislature appropriated funds for the sterilization of cats and dogs.
	Failure to sterilize pets is irrefutably a major cause of pet overpopulation. As a response to this problem, the 89th Texas Legislature appropriated funds for the sterilization of cats and dogs.

	6.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Open-Enrollment

Open Enrollment Section 8.3.5 
Eligible Activities
First Paragraph
	The focus of the Texas Spay and Neuter pilot program is to protect human health by reducing the population of cats and dogs that may carry infectious diseases. Eligible activity includes the sterilization of cats and dogs. Contractors will be funded on a fee for service basis as outlined in Section 8.9, Invoice Requirements and Payment.
	The focus of the Texas Spay and Neuter pilot program is to protect human health by reducing the population of cats and dogs that may carry infectious diseases. Eligible activities are the sterilization of cats and dogs. Contractors will be funded on a fee for service basis as outlined in Section 8.9, Invoice Requirements and Payment.

	7.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Application-Forms-A-E

Form E
Section 1.1
	Long-Standing History, Experience, and Competency
Does the Applicant employ or subcontract with at least one veterinarian who has:
a.	Been a licensed veterinarian for at least one year; and
b.	Completed a minimum of 166 sterilizations in one year within the past five years; and
c.	Consistently performed sterilizations. 
☐ Yes – Please describe experience and provide documentation that demonstrates this experience.  At a minimum, please list and describe the entity(s) where the veterinarian performed the sterilizations with start and end dates.  
	Long-Standing History, Experience, and Competency
Does the Applicant employ or subcontract with one or more veterinarian(s) who have:
a.	Been a licensed veterinarian for at least one year; and
b.	Individually or collectively completed a minimum of 166 sterilizations in one year within the past five years; and
c.	Consistently performed sterilizations. 
☐ Yes – Please describe experience and provide documentation that demonstrates this experience.  At a minimum, please list and describe the entity(s) where the veterinarian(s) performed the sterilizations with start and end dates.  

	8.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Application-Forms-A-E

Form E
Section 1.3
	Licensure and Accreditation
Do all assigned personnel/technicians who require a professional license/certification hold a valid Texas license/certification in good standing?

☐ Yes – Please attach supporting documentation
☐ No – Not Eligible

	Removed Entirely

	9.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Application-Forms-A-E

Form E
Section 1.4
	Large-Scale Capacity
Does the Applicant or subcontractor have the capability of providing a substantial volume of sterilization procedures annually, demonstrating the operational capacity to serve the target community relative to community demand?
☐ Yes – Please describe your facility and current surgical capacity. Include the number of surgeries performed per week, veterinarians and veterinary technicians available to perform surgical activities, holding capacity for animals, adequate inventory of pharmaceuticals supplies etc. 
Provide documentation to substantiate the number of sterilizations performed in the last five years:
	Large-Scale Capacity
Does the Applicant or subcontractor have the capability of providing a substantial volume of sterilization procedures annually, demonstrating the operational capacity to serve the target community relative to community demand?
☐ Yes – Please describe your facility and current surgical capacity. Include the number of surgeries performed per week, veterinarians and veterinary technicians available to perform surgical activities, holding capacity for animals, adequate inventory of pharmaceuticals supplies etc. 
Provide documentation to substantiate the number of sterilizations performed in one year in the last five years. At a minimum, please list and describe the entity(s) where the veterinarian performed the sterilizations with start and end dates:

	10.
	Document
HHS0016872-SNOE-Application-Forms-A-E

Form E
Section 1.7
	High Quality, High Volume
Does the Applicant adhere to recognized veterinary and humane standards and have capacity to perform sterilizations at a scale consistent with high quality, high volume operations based on the demand of the target community served?

	High Quality, High Volume
Does the Applicant adhere to recognized veterinary and humane standards and have capacity to perform sterilizations at a scale consistent with high-quality, high-volume operations based on the demand of the target community served?







This Addendum must be signed and submitted with the Application.


Signature: _____________________________
Date: ___________
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