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Applicants must be a nonprofit organization as defined by the Texas Business Organization Code Chapter 22 or a governmental entity (Section 2.3 of the RFA). This RFA is not limited to current DFPS, MIECHV, or other Early Childhood  grantees. 
Applicants must be a nonprofit organization as defined by the Texas Business Organization Code Chapter 22 or a governmental entity (Section 2.3 of the RFA). This RFA is not limited to current DFPS, MIECHV, or other Early Childhood grantees. Applicants may include entities with other PEI funding.
Please submit the SAM Unique Entity ID (UEI) in Exhibit M, Applicant Information.
Please submit job descriptions in Exhibit G, Project Work Plan, Section VI Project Organization and Staffing. These job descriptions may also be included as attachments to Exhibit G, Project Work Plan.
Refer to the link provided in Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment , Table 2: Communities At Risk (pages 4-5). Any Unified Service Area must consist of qualifying counties that appear on Table 2: Communities At Risk.Applicants can only apply to serve counties included in Table 2: Communities At Risk. Whether the county is to be served individually or whether the counties are part of a Unified Service Area, any county to be served must be included on this table. 
Refer to the link provided in Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment , Table 2 Communities At Risk (pages 4-5).  The Applicant must have provided services in the county or Unified Service Area to be served. These services in the county or Unified Service Area do not have to be the same services proposed in this Application. If the Applicant has provided services within the identified county or Unified Service Area for a minimum of three years preceding this Application, that criteria is met.Per Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment, page 4, in Section 3.2 Identifying At-Risk Communities, Atascosa is not part of a Unified Service Area. Applicant must have provided services for three years in Atascosa, to apply to serve this county.
Applicant’s proposed programming must include one or more Program Models listed in Exhibit E, Eligible Program Models.Duration of Eligible Program Models varies.Applicants may select multiple Program Models as well as use a combination of Program Models with Families, avoiding concurrent dual enrollment, to support a continuum of home visiting services that meets Families’ specific needs.When selecting a Program Model or Program Models, the Applicant must ensure that the selection will:1. Meet the needs of the identified community and eligible service populations;2. Provide the best opportunity to achieve meaningful outcomes;3. Be implemented effectively with fidelity to the Program Model based on available resources and support from the national model developer; and4. Be well matched to the needs of the community’s early childhood systems.
Applicant may use a Community Strengths and Needs Assessment completed by a partner agency or another entity.
For the THV RFA, Applicants may select multiple Program Models as well as use a combination of Program Models with Families, avoiding concurrent dual enrollment, to support a continuum of home visiting services that meets Families’ specific needs.When selecting a Program Model or Program Models, the Applicant must ensure that the selection will:1. Meet the needs of the identified community and eligible service populations;2. Provide the best opportunity to achieve meaningful outcomes;3. Be implemented effectively with fidelity to the Program Model based on available resources and support from the national model developer; and4. Be well matched to the needs of the community’s early childhood systems.The Application (Exhibit H, Expenditure Proposal) requires the first year budget only. Any plans for ramp up should be explained in Exhibit G, Project Work Plan.
Refer to Section 2.5.5 Eligible Service Population (4):Families eligible for THV services must reside in the proposed Qualifying County or Unified Service Area.There is no 25-mile radius exception under this RFA.
The application (Exhibit H, Expenditure Proposal) requires the first year budget only. Any plans for ramp up should be explained in Exhibit G, Project Work Plan.The annual award is negotiated prior to executing the grant agreement and may not increase year over year.Grants are contingent upon the continued availability of funding.
DFPS has not determined a cost per family rate for this RFA. Applicants must demonstrate that project costs  outlined in Exhibit H, Expenditure Proposal are aligned with selected programming and the Project Work Plan, and that they are reasonable, allowable, allocable, and in accordance with applicable state and federal grant requirements (Section 7.1 Expenditure Proposal).
Yes, state supported public universities are considered a governmental entity.
Refer to the link provided in Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment , Table 2: Communities At Risk (pages 4-5). For the THV RFA, Applicants can only apply to serve counties that appear on this table.If proposed counties comprise a Unified Service Area, Applicant may submit one Application. Otherwise, Applicant must submit separate applications for each qualifying county proposed.
Federal regulations govern an indirect cost rate and should inform the amount of indirect costs an Applicant may propose. However, requests for funding may not be fully funded to ensure that funds are available for the broadest possible array of communities and programs. DFPS Grants set limits on the maximum amount of allowable administrative cost that may be reimbursed. This limit or capped threshold will be determined during negotiations and outlined in the Grant Agreement. 
Required experience as indicated in organizational requirements is not limited to home visiting experience.The experience described meets the requirements of the RFA. 
Grants resulting from this RFA will  fund Program Models listed in Exhibit E, Eligible Program Models. No other Program Models are eligible for this funding.
Grantees currently serving families through a HOPES grant are eligible to apply. Applicants must propose programming and services as indicated in the THV RFA.Applicant should explain how they plan to further a continuum of services in the community in Exhibit G, Project Work Plan.
Refer to the link provided in Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment , Table 2: Communities At Risk (pages 4-5) for the list of Qualifying Counties. Applicant can only apply to serve the qualifying counties that appear on this table.Williamson county is not eligible to be served under this RFA. 
Refer to the link provided in Exhibit D, Texas Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Needs Assessment , Table 2: Communities At Risk (pages 4-5) for the list of Qualifying Counties. Applicant can only apply to serve qualifying counties that appear on this table.Williamson county is not eligible to be served under this RFA. Grants resulting from this RFA will not have secondary counties.
The HHS Online Bid Room is an online option for submitting a bid for an open solicitation.  Applicants should refer to Exhibit I, Online Bid Room or visit the following link at https://www.hhs.texas.gov/business/contracting-hhs/hhs-online-bid-room for additional information, tutorials and guidance.
DFPS built in potential for increases in the estimated maximum individual award amounts listed in the RFA. This allows for an increase in funding if DFPS receives an increase in federal or state funding during the Period of Performance. All of the amounts listed in the RFA are estimates and are contingent upon the continued availability of funding. 
This section label is not correct. The correct Exhibits are Exhibit H, Expenditure Proposal and Exhibit P, ICSQ Cost Reimbrusement.
The Period of Performance for this Grant is five years, and DFPS expects Grants to begin September 1, 2022, and be effective through August 31, 2027. (Section 2.2.2 Period of Performance). The pre-filled date on Exhibit M, Applicant Information is incorrect and should be changed to August 31, 2027.
The Project Work Plan does not include a page limit. DFPS encourages complete Project Work Plans that range from 10 to 15 pages. 
Section 2.2.1 Available FundingDFPS funds the THV Program primarily through the MIECHV program formula grant, Assistance Listing number 93.870, administered by HRSA in partnership with the Administration for Children and Families. PEI supplements the MIECHV funding with state and additional federal funding as available and necessary to meet any MIECHV maintenance of effort requirements.
DFPS will work directly with the current grantee outside of the RFA process to ramp down services during an appropriate time period for currently funded areas if the grantee is not awarded a new grant.
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