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Family support is a vital component to ensure the ongoing success of the child and the family. The recruitment, assessment, development and matching will not be successful without the inclusion of a strong family support component. The provision of family support services includes effective training and transition services when a child/family moves to another service system.
Contractor will ensure the Support Family and birth family are supported and valued and know that ongoing and emergency supports are available. Support and birth families must be able to access ongoing services including access to Medicaid waiver services for their child pending availability and eligibility, and foster care reimbursement for support families involved with conservatorship of DFPS. 
Birth families that choose to move their child from an institution to their home, or the home of a Support Family, may access Medicaid waiver services for their child, pending availability and eligibility. Foster care reimbursement may be available for support families caring for children in the conservatorship of DFPS. 
To achieve maximum integration and quality, it is generally preferable to limit the number of children with disabilities to a maximum of three per family-based alternative arrangement.
Family support includes, but is not limited to:
1. Providing or ensuring the provision of ongoing training and monitoring,
2. Monitoring progress of the plan,
3. Service coordination,
4. Ensuring access to family support services,
5. Assistance with gaining appropriate educational services,
6. Ensuring access to respite, parent support groups, transition services, supports and other community supports.


Please provide up to 750 words describing a plan to ensure how birth families and support families will be supported with access to ongoing services. Please include each of the six family support elements, noted above, in the response.

Please provide up to 500 words describing the process that will be utilized when the limit of three children per family-based alternative arrangement is reached. Describe the network of support families and the outreach process that will be used to address this situation. 
This response comprises 15% of total score.

